Hypotension in the PACU: an algorithmic approach.
Hypotension is a common postoperative complication in the perianesthesia setting and contributes to increased patient morbidity and mortality rates. An understanding of the etiologies, diagnosis, and treatment of this complication is critical to successful treatment of the patient. This article presents an algorithm designed to provide the perianesthesia nurse with a step-by-step guide to the assessment and management of the patient presenting with hypotension.